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Masoud Moeinipour

Social phenomena across diverse societies illustrate that
cinema stands as one of the most impactful mediums of the
contemporary era—a medium whose role extends far beyond
mere entertainment or content creation. Cinema reconstructs
human worldviews, exhibits cultural and spiritual values, and
reinterprets them, ultimately facilitating transformative change
in our surrounding world across social, political, and even
economic dimensions.

In a world where religion stands as one of the most significant
domainsinfluencing human life, the connection between religion
and cinema cannot be overlooked. Considering the essence of
cinema, is it not feasible for the seventh art to act asa medium for
portraying transcendent truths and spiritual experiences of man?
Should cinema not—or can it not—be religious? Fundamentally,
why should religious cinema be treated as a subject? Contrary to
some people’s beliefs, religious cinema is not confined to Iran or
the Islamic world. Worldwide, religious and apocalyptic themes
are among the most captivating subjects for high-budget film
productions. Every year, films with multimillion-dollar budgets



are produced in this genre, and due to public fascination with
such themes, they consistently achieve remarkable box office
success.

Today, the modern world suffers from a significant spiritual
void, and religious cinema has the potential to bridge this gap
by leveraging its connection with the audience. Simultaneously,
religion in the contemporary world is confronted with numerous
assaults and extensive efforts to sow doubt. Religious cinema
serves as a powerful tool for challenging stereotypes and
dispelling prevalent misconceptions about religion. We must not
overlook that modern humans grapple with an overwhelming
array of fundamental existential and philosophical questions,
and cinema can be an appropriate platform to address these
inquiries. Such imperatives underscore the necessity of elevating
religious cinema to a subject of discourse. While religious cinema
is highly challenging, it also stands as one of the most fascinating
fields within global cinematic studies.

The concept of “religious cinema” has consistently been met
with foundational inquiries. Is cinema intrinsically capable of
being religious? Does the mere inclusion of religious themes
and subjects suffice to categorize a film as a religious work?
Or must the form, narrative, and experience conveyed to the
audience embody a reflection of the religious world? Achieving
the benefits of religious cinema and addressing its challenges
necessitates answering these questions.

Within this publication, you will encounter articles that
constitute a theoretical endeavor to refine these questions and
uncover some answers. We have strived to examine this intricate
and multi-faceted concept from diverse perspectives. Ranging
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from theoretical foundations to the adaptation of religious
knowledge into cinematic forms, from aesthetic imperatives
to jurisprudential dilemmas, and from historical viewpoints to
modern intellectual trends, each discussion contributes a piece
to the mosaic of religious cinema. Among the most critical
challenges in this pursuit is the comprehension of the theoretical
frameworks that underpin religious cinema.

With the help of university professors, we have endeavored
to tackle the significant challenge of “Religious Cinema:
Approach or Theory?” Our efforts have focused on determining
whether religious cinema can be established as an independent
theoretical framework or if it remains solely a content-oriented
approach.

The next expert delves into the relationship between
religion and cinema, addressing the challenges and strategies
for fostering this connection. This discussion investigates
the interplay between form and religious content in cinema,
while analyzing the obstacles along this path. In the end, both
professors agree that religious cinema cannot be confined to
the superficial aspects of religious subjects; instead, it should
create a religious experience for the audience through its very
form and narrative.

In subsequent discussions, we move beyond this theory
and investigate the practical feasibility of embodying religious
knowledge within the framework of cinema. We, then, delve
into the practical process of converting religious knowledge into
cinematic form. Focusing on the theme of “Transforming and
Refining Religious Knowledge into Cinematic Form,” we tackle
the challenges of conveying abstract religious concepts through



the language of cinema. We ultimately identified the solution
as prioritizing research and creativity. Sometimes, however,
by utilizing the concept of “dramaturgy,” we can address the
question of how religion can be dramatized in cinema and what
requirements and methods this entails. Adopting a practical
approach, we examined the techniques for representing
religious teachings in cinema and concluded that the adaptation
of religious knowledge into cinematic form demands not only a
profound understanding of religion but also mastery of cinematic
language and techniques.

Among the most significant realms of art is the consideration
of the concept of beauty. It is impossible to discuss cinema
and religious cinema without considering the crucial aspect of
aesthetics in it. In this collection, we have examined religious
cinema through an aesthetic lens, highlighting the significance of
form and cinematic language in depicting religious experience.
Elements such as lighting, musical scores, rhythm, and framing
are all presented as potent instruments for constructing
a religious atmosphere. Form is not merely a vehicle for
transmitting messages but is an integral part of the religious
experience in cinema.

Moreover, we are aware that another fundamental issue
demanding focus within the sphere of religious cinema studies
in Iran is the re-examination of the connection between
Islamic jurisprudence (figh) and cinema. Essentially, what is
the relationship between cinema and jurisprudence, and what
challenges arise in this field? In what ways can jurisprudence
function as a facilitator and supporter for religious cinema?

In the article titled “Jurisprudence and Cinema: Requirements
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and Challenges,” we explore jurisprudential considerations
during the production, supervision, and screening of religious
films. This analysis highlights a gap between the demands of
Islamic jurisprudence and the artistic imperatives of cinema,
necessitating careful management. For religious cinema to
fulfill its objectives, it requires clear and actionable standards
in the domains of jurisprudence and ethics. Another critical
area of focus is the interplay between influential intellectual
and cultural movements in religious cinema. We have tried to
address the intellectual currents in religious cinema and their
associated challenges and opportunities, and to analyze the
philosophical and cultural impediments confronting religious
cinema. This discussion underscores the influence of secularism
and the tension between form and religious content, proposing
strategies to overcome these barriers. Within this part, we
stress the importance of redefining the theoretical and cultural
frameworks of religious cinema, ultimately concluding that the
realization of religious cinema within Iran’s cultural and artistic
landscape demands an examination of past trajectories, as well
as policy formulation based on past experiences and, of course,
a forward-looking perspective.

Moving on, we have explored the religious cinema of Iran over
the last four decades, focusing on its developmental trajectory
with an analytical approach. This discussion charts a historical
overview of the journey, from the ritual-centric themes of the
early decades to the engagement with social and individualistic
issues in more recent years.

In summary, an analytical look at the eight discourses
presented demonstrates that the realization of religious cinema
requires a focus on several key dimensions:



1. Conducting foundational and profound research in the
realms of philosophy and religious cinema.

2. Strengthening the connection between artists and
religious thinkers.

3. Paying attention to cinematic form and techniques as
components of the religious experience.

4. Establishing clear and implementable jurisprudential
and ethical standards.

5. Educating a new generation of filmmakers well-versed
in both religion and the language of cinema.

6. Religious cinema as a medium for spiritual experience.

Religious cinema transcends the mere narration of religious
tales; it mustserve as a platformfor crafting spiritual and thought-
provoking experiences for its audience. In this endeavor, both
content and cinematic form and language play pivotal roles.
The eight discourses in this book, each contributing a piece
to the puzzle of religious cinema, collectively present a clear
and multifaceted portrayal of this intricate concept. This book,
derived from the lectures delivered during the 5th Eshragh
Religious Film Festival, not only seeks to address fundamental
questions about the essence of religious cinema but also offers
practical pathways for its realization in the contemporary world.
It is hoped that this work will serve as a significant step forward
in advancing the discourse on religious cinema and fostering a
harmonious integration of art and spirituality.
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